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Dear Graduate and Professional Student Colleagues, 

As you may know, the Graduate Council is your branch of the UChicago Student Government 

and is funded by a portion of the Student Life fees you pay. Each of UChicago’s graduate and 

professional schools and divisions has representation on the council. 

We aim to create spaces that promote community building and academic and professional 
development for students across all divisions, be it through formal or informal channels. Our 
Social Committee plans and coordinates major events such as the Gargoyle Gala which has 
become an embedded tradition at UChicago. Our Finance and Travel Committees fund 
student participation in conferences outside the university as well as a variety of student-
run initiatives ranging in nature from professional and academic to health and wellness. We 
invite you to apply if you have any ideas for events or activities that can improve your 
graduate school experience.  

We are also conscious of our important role in providing a space where students across our 
diverse graduate community can thrive. This year, we secured a twofold increase in our 
funding that not only allowed us to improve our resources for academic and professional 
programming, but also support our mission of promoting mental and physical wellness to 
support graduate student initiatives that address the importance of meaningful balance and 
promote a positive and healthy environment on campus. We have also instituted a new 
committee within Graduate Council to identify, outline, and work to solve key issues affecting 
graduate students at UChicago. These initiatives will help to open discussions across the 
various stakeholders at the university and address the challenges graduate students face.  

It’s your Graduate Council, and we hope you’ll connect soon if you haven’t already — whether 

by applying for funding, helping serve the graduate community, or simply attending an 

upcoming Graduate Council social event, we hope to see you there! Like us on Facebook to 

find out more. If you have questions about the Graduate Council or how to get involved, 

please let us know! 

 

Carlos Grandet-Cabellero & Jake Nebergall 

Graduate Council Co-Presidents 
 

 

 

 

 

 

TO THE GRAD COMMUNITY 
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Graduate Council is the representative student government for graduate students at the 
University of Chicago. Our goal is to help provide the resources, community-building, and 
infrastructure to improve graduate community life on campus.  
 
Graduate Council is open to all members of the graduate community who are interested in 
becoming more involved. Formally, the council is made up of two co-presidents, 17 voting 
members representing the 12 divisions, and the Graduate Liaison to the Board of Trustees. 
Those divisions with more than 500 students have two voting representatives; all other 
divisions have one voting representative.  
 
Graduate Council seeks to break down divisional barriers and help support a unified, 

university-wide identity. To achieve this goal, the council is heavily involved in planning and 

executing programming that is aimed at the whole graduate community. Additionally, the 

council provides financial support for graduate travel, as well as graduate organizations 

planning events for graduate students. 

 
 
 

Mary Burkey PSD 

Rhys Povey  PSD 

Chris Stamper BSD 

Manuel Esquivel Harris 

Elizabeth Gosselin Booth 

Victor Ojeleye Booth 

Rachel Carbonara Divinity 

Miriam Tripaldi Humanities 

(Open Seat) Humanities  

Filzah Iqbal Graham 

Lakshmi Kirkire Pritzker* 

Nicholas Lyon Pritzker* 

Kate Mullersman Pritzker* 

Jesus A Palafox Valdovinos SSA 

Sean Oros SSD 

(Open Seat) SSD 

Taryn Strohmeyer Law 

Stephen Tomasulo Law 

Elyse Watkins IME 

 
*Note: Pritzker seats multiple representatives for their single voting position due to the complexities of medical 

school programming.   

WHAT IS GRADUATE COUNCIL 

GRADUATE COUNCIL Representatives  
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Graduate Council Executive Team 
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GRADUATE COUNCIL EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 
 
This quarter, the marketing team focused on increasing Graduate Council’s presence on 
campus and facilitating attendance at Graduate Council events. After coordinating with 
UChicagoGRAD, we initiated three main outreach campaigns: social media, administrative, 
and on-campus initiatives. 
  
On social media, we used the Graduate Council Facebook page to post updates on events and 
encourage funding applications. We also reached out to UChicagGRAD to assist in publicizing 
major events such as Gargoyle Gala in the fall and Party in the Sky in the spring. 
  
On the administrative side, we reached out to the Deans of Students to set up informational 
sessions in the various divisions to help students learn more about the programming and 
resources available through Graduate Council. In the coming quarter, we will distribute 
informational flyers to the various Deans of Students to post or distribute to their student 
bodies.  
 
We are in the process of designing and producing flyers to display across campus advertising 
upcoming Graduate Council programming. We are also working with the staff at the 
Transportation department to negotiate space for our advertisements on UChicago shuttles.  
 
In addition to these initiatives, Graduate Council launched a new website prior to the start of 
the 2016-17 academic year. This website provides information about upcoming events as 
well as the applications for our various funding sources. During the fall quarter, the site was 
viewed an average of 726 times per month by 547 unique monthly visitors.  
 

 

 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

During the fall quarter, Graduate Council hosted three major events and one smaller mixer.  
We kicked-off the year with the Oktoberfest event at the International House during 
orientation week, which garnered an unprecedented turnout of over 1000 students.  We also 
saw record attendance numbers at Gargoyle Gala (527 students) and the Fall Pub Social at 
Ida Noyes (650 students), representing a 47% and 65% increase in attendance from last 
year, respectively.   
 
With increased attendance comes both logistical and budgetary challenges. Based on the 
feedback from these events, we remain committed to continued improvement in ensuring 
our events provide an enriching experience in a cost-efficient manner.  We applied to the 
Student Organization Catering Fund and were approved for a line of credit from UChicago 
Dining worth $2,145 in food for the winter quarter Pub Social, allowing us to allocate the 
money saved for our winter social and Party in the Sky. 

GRADUATE COUNCIL ACTIVITIES 



7 | P a g e  
 

From the survey sent out to Gargoyle Gala attendees, we received helpful feedback that we 
plan to take into consideration for future programming: 
 
 

“Great event! Pricing was great and the food, music, and venue were awesome 

too!”  

— Booth student 

 

“More opportunities to meet people from outside of our division”  

— Law student 

 

“I attended the event to meet some graduate students from other schools and 

it didn't work very well. In my observation, most people stuck to their pre-

existing clusters for the dinner and the following dance party isn't really a good 

environment for talking”  

— Booth student 

 

“I would have preferred if the event had started earlier in the night (7pm?) with 

quieter music and continued until 12 or so with louder music. That would leave 

more time for eating and mingling with other students early on, as well as 

plenty of dancing later.” 

— Pritzker student 

 

 

 

Gargoyle Gala, November 2016 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 

The Finance Committee oversees the management of three major sources of funding for 

graduate students: 

 The Academic & Professional Fund 

 The Social, Arts & Culture Fund 

 The Mental & Physical Wellness Fund 

 

The Academic & Professional Fund supports events that further academic pursuits and 

build professional networks. Events that have been sponsored by this fund include: 

 Student Parent Writing Group 

 Foucault and Religion Conference 

 Polsky Innovation Showcase 

 Gargoyle Consulting Group Seminar Series 

 

The Social, Arts, & Culture Fund support events that are intended to give students a chance 

to interact and socialize with others in a non-academic setting. These events highlight 

students’ talents and cultures. Events that have been sponsored by this fund include: 

 Hubbard Street Dance Outing 

 International Student Thanksgiving Dinner 

 The Law School Musical 

 1st Annual Students for Criminal Justice Reform Conference 

 

The Mental & Physical Wellness Fund supports student groups that wish to participate in 

or host events relating to athletics, stress-relief, and a balanced lifestyle outside the 

classroom. Events that have been sponsored by this fund include: 

 Booth vs. Kellogg Rugby Tournament 

 Finals Breakfast 

 Discussion and Meet Up for Pregnant and Parenting Grad Students 

 Georgetown MBA Basketball Tournament 

 

Application Selection Criteria & Review Process 

We publish four application deadlines per quarter. Each of the three subcommittees consists 

of a chair and 5-6 additional members including at least one voting Graduate Council 

member. Subcommittees meet to review applications the week following each application 

due date and vote on funding decisions for each application. In addition to accepting or 
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rejecting an application, committees can choose to partially fund it. Per reimbursement rules 

applicable more broadly across the university, the committees will not fund services and 

speaker gifts. 

 

Applications are reviewed based on the following rubric:  

 

Completeness of application 

Timeliness of application 

Significance of event 

Number of attendees (cost per attendee) 

Impact to multiple divisions 

Advertising efforts to other divisions 

Targeted toward UChicago students (specifically graduate students) 

Applying to other sources of funding (including ticket sales, sponsorship) 

Is the group an RSO? Have they sought SGFC funding? 

Are there unapproved requests in the budget? 

 

Particular importance is given to events which cater to a cross-divisional audience and are 

accessible to broad segments of the graduate community. Also taken into consideration is 

the cost-per-person as detailed in the application in an attempt to maximize the impacts of 

dollars awarded.  

 

Notification and Reimbursement Process 

Feedback is provided to applicants regardless of the outcome of the decision. When funds 

have been denied, the committee attempts to counsel applicants on ways in which they can 

revise the application to better meet the criteria outlined in the rubric. Several applications 

which were initially denied were later approved once the application was revised 

appropriately.  

When funds are awarded, Graduate Council works with UChicagoGRAD to manage 

processing and reimbursement of funds. As a part of that process, all reimbursement 

requests are held to legal and ethical standards as practiced by the broader university.  

 

Graduate Council Finance Committee Rubric  
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Feedback 

Upon completion of the event, groups are asked to fill out a feedback form about the 

application process and outcomes of the particular event. Graduate Council works to 

incorporate this feedback to support continuous improvement in our processes.  

  

 

 34 student groups were funded representing more than 4000 total students 

 Across all funding categories the Booth School of Business has submitted the 

most applications and received the most funding. 

 Advertising efforts have led to a spike in total applications and total divisions 

submitting 

 17 applications have been funded in full, and 29 have been funded over 50%. 

 

 

 

 

Students for Criminal Justice Reform Conference 
 

Overview of Fall Quarter Budget Allocation 



11 | P a g e  
 

 

Booth vs. Kellogg Rugby Tournament 

 

 

Economies of Scale Holiday Performance 



12 | P a g e  
 

TRAVEL FUND COMMITTEE 

The Travel Fund provides support for graduate students to represent UChicago at academic 

conferences, case competitions, and more. Our budget allows individuals and student groups 

to travel outside of the university to present research, interact with others from their field 

or profession. Among the large changes that occurred this year is an increase in grant value 

for both tiers of funding, a new application hosted on Graduate Council’s website, and the 

switch to a rolling application process to better serve the graduate community. 

 

Funding Tiers 

The Travel Fund has two tiers of funding available depending on the nature of the student’s 

academic-related travel: 

 The Advanced Tier of funding is meant to allow students conducting original 

research to travel to conferences outside of the university, present their work, and 

interact with their peers. Travel grants awarded to advanced-tier applicants cover up 

to $600 in travel-related reimbursements, a $100 increase over last year’s award 

amount. The applicant is asked to provide a description of the conference, an 

explanation of the research to be presented, and information about how he or she will 

incorporate learnings from the event to better the university community. Only 

individuals may apply for this level of funding. 

 The Basic Tier of funding is more flexible than the advanced tier in its purpose. 

Individuals or student groups may apply to the basic tier of funding to travel outside 

of the university for academic-related events where applicants’ original research is 

not being presented. A common example of this type of application is a group of 

students travelling to a professional conference to participate in a case competition, 

and possibly volunteering during other aspects of the event. Each student in a group 

whose application wins a basic tier award, is granted up to $350 in reimbursement 

for travel-related expenses. This is also a $100 increase from last year’s award 

amount. The questions asked during the application process are similar to the 

advanced tier, but do not ask for an explanation of research. 

 

Evaluation & Selection 

For both tiers of funding, rubrics exist to help maintain objectivity in the review process. 

Applications are judged on free response answers, merit of the event, availability of other 

funding, letters of recommendation, and the applicant’s seniority. The Travel Committee 

consists of a chair in addition to a mix of Graduate Council representatives and other 

graduate student volunteers. Each application is reviewed independently by two reviewers; 

in the event that the two reviewers do not agree on a funding decision, a third reviewer will 
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judge the application. At this time, an application is only approved if it receives a score of at 

least 70% based on the rubric criteria. 

 

 

 33 Basic and 41 Advanced Travel Fund applications were received 

 12 of 33 Basic applications were for groups, with an average group size of 8.7 

 83% of judged applications were awarded funds 

 On average, 44.1% of student travel costs are covered by our funding 

 The Booth School of Business has submitted the most applications for the 

Basic Travel Fund (10 applicants), while the Humanities division has 

submitted the most applications for the Advanced Fund (8 applicants) 

 The Institute for Molecular Engineering is the only school or division not to 

apply for travel funding 

 

 

GRADUATE ISSUES COMMITTEE 

The Graduate Issues Committee is a newly-formed committee for this academic year. The 

intent of the committee is to identify key issues impacting members of the graduate 

community and help coordinate educational programming to provide balanced information 

and propose actionable steps to better the student experience. 

 

This year, some of the issues that the committee hopes to investigate further include: 

 Graduate Unionization 

 Graduate Housing 

 Mental Wellness 

 

  

Overview of Fall Quarter Budget Allocation 
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SUPPORT FOR GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS  

Travel Fund                   $141,800 

Professional & Academic Event Fund                   $110,000  

Social, Arts & Culture Fund                   $  72,000 

Mental & Physical Wellness Fund                  $  50,000 

TOTAL                   $373,800 

 

GRADUATE COUNCIL PROGRAMMING  

Social Committee                  $100,000  

Administration                 $  10,000  

TOTAL                 $110,000  

 

GRAND TOTAL          $483,800 
 

 

  

FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

GRADUATE COUNCIL Budget for 2016-2017 
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SUPPORT FOR GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS  

Travel Fund                    $50,633 

Professional & Academic Event Fund                    $26,112 

Social, Arts & Culture Fund                    $  8,885 

Mental & Physical Wellness Fund                    $  7,000 

TOTAL                    $92,630 

 

 

GRADUATE COUNCIL PROGRAMMING  

Social Committee                    $30,240  

Administration                   $  3,200 

TOTAL                   $33,440 

 

GRAND TOTAL          $126,030 
 

  

GRADUATE COUNCIL Expenditures for 2016-2017 Fall Quarter 
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The detailed budget allocation of each committee is described below. For more granular 

detail about our quarterly funding, please visit gc.uchicago.edu.  

 

TRAVEL FUND 

The Travel Fund granted $50,633 during fall quarter, of which $11,683.40 has been 

distributed. The remaining $38,950 is pending reimbursement. There are pending 

applications totaling $22,900. 

 

Funding Allocation Academic Year 2016-17: $141,800 

Distributed Funds:  

    Basic $     4,071 

    Advanced $     7,613 

    Subtotal $   11,684 

Undistributed Awarded Funds:  

    Basic $   31,150 

    Advanced $     7,800 

    Subtotal $   38,950 

Total Approved Funding: $   50,634 

Pending Requests*:  

    Basic $     9,100 

    Advanced $   13,800 

    Subtotal $   22,900 

Maximum Fall 2016 Funding Distribution: $   73,534 

 

*As of 12/12/2016 

 

 

The Travel Fund also distributed funds for applications submitted in the spring and 

summer quarters of 2016 for travel during the fall.  

 

 

 

Travel Fund Expenditures for 2016-2017 Fall Quarter 
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QUARTER - TIER 
COST OF 
TRAVEL 

AMOUNT 
ALLOCATED 

UNFUNDED 
AMOUNT 

Winter 2016 - Basic $          0 $          0 $          0 

Winter 2016 - Advanced $  5,567 $  1,800 $  3,767 

Spring 2016 - Basic $  1,697 $     700 $     997 

Spring 2016 - Advanced $10,739 $  4,613 $  6,127 

Fall 2016 - Basic $  5,464 $  3,371 $  2,094 

Fall 2016 - Advanced $  3,001 $  1,200 $  1,802 

Basic Subtotal $  7,161 $  4,071 $  3,091 

Advanced Subtotal $19,307 $  7,613 $11,696 

Total $26,468 $11,684 $14,787 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Distributed Funds Fall 2016 by Application Quarter and Tier 

Distributed Funds Fall 2016 by Application Quarter and Tier 
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FINANCE COMMITTEE  

The Finance Committee granted $41,997 during fall quarter. The committee received 

requests totaling $79,580, representing an average funding of 51%.  

 

 
BUDGETED 
2016-2017 

TOTAL 
REQUESTED 

TOTAL 
FUNDED REMAINING 

Academic and Professional $110,000 $52,094 $26,112 $83,888 

Social, Arts, and Culture $72,000 $11,596 $8,885 $63,115 

Mental and Physical Wellness $50,000 $15,890 $7,000 $43,000 

Total $232,000 $79,580 $41,997 $190,003 

 
 

Applications to the various funds overseen by the Finance Committee have been steadily 

increasing concurrent with marketing efforts. The objective for the winter quarter will be to 

continue this trend and solicit a more representative mix of applications from various 

divisions. 

 

 

Social Committee Expenditures for 2016-2017 Fall Quarter 
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We were pleased to see a general upward trend in both the number of applications per 

round and the breadth of divisions represented in the applications. While some of this 

increase can certainly be attributed to students waiting until the last deadline to submit, we 

also think some can be tied to our increased marketing initiatives over the course of the 

quarter.  

 

 

The Finance Committee awarded 34 total awards across the three funds during the fall 

quarter. Student groups from 6 divisions submitted 19 applications for funding through the 

Academic & Professional Fund. Booth student groups received 8 awards, representing the 

greatest total across all divisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Breakdown of Finance Fund Grants  
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Student groups from 6 divisions submitted 10 applications for funding through the Social, 

Arts, & Culture Fund. Law and Divinity student groups each received 3 awards, 

representing the greatest total across all divisions. 

 

 

 

Student groups from 2 divisions submitted 5 applications for funding through the Health & 

Wellness Fund. Booth student groups 3 awards, representing the greatest total across all 

divisions. 
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When considering applications, there is a large range in the percentage of requested funds 

awarded to applicants. While many applications are funded in full, some applicants have 

reasonable access to additional sources of funding or have included items in their proposed 

funding request that are prohibited by university policies.  

 

 

 

The committee is conscious of cost per person when evaluating applications for approval. 

Across all applications that were funded for the fall quarter, the average cost per person 

was approximately $23. 
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE  

 

 

EVENT 

                           

                            AMOUNT 

Oktoberfest (September 20) $11,231 

Fall Mixer (October 10) $406 

Fall Pub Social (October 13) $5,141 

Gargoyle Gala (November 18) $13,462 

Current Total $30,240 

Remaining $69,760 

 

 

The Social Committee has also been successful in lowering the average cost per person for 

some of Graduate Council’s largest events. This is part of an ongoing effort to ensure we are 

providing maximum value to the graduate community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graduate Students from all schools and divisions have attended Social Committee events 

which reflects the role of Graduate Council as a platform for community building across 

UChicago. Divisional attendance for select events can be viewed below. 

 

DIVISION 
PUB SOCIAL 
ATTENDANCE 

GARGOYLE GALA 
ATTENDANCE 

BSD 46 12 

Booth 93 131 

Divinity 21 3 

Graham 20 8 

 2015 2016 

Gargoyle Gala $40.90 $25.54 

Fall Pub Social $7.74 $7.91 

Social Committee Budget for Fall Quarter 
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Harris 53 16 

Humanities 25 5 

IME 11 20 

Law 72 50 

PSD 92 35 

Pritzker 76 35 

SSD 122 35 

SSA 16 21 

Other 3 0 

Total 650 527 
 

*The individual attendance by division does not include guests of students or students who purchased tickets at the door on 

the day of the event. Total attendance including these individuals is 527. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank UChicagoGRAD for serving as a crucial resource for Graduate Council. 

Their office supports the back-end processing of all funding awarded by Graduate Council 

and serves as an advisory partner in many of our social, marketing, and educational 

initiatives. In addition to their work with Graduate Council, UChicagoGRAD manages a 

variety of useful programs for the graduate community. To learn more, go to 

grad.uchicago.edu.  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read our quarterly report.  This report is designed to foster 

transparency within the student body and we welcome your questions or feedback on 

anything related to Graduate Council.  For more information about Graduate Council, please 

visit our website at gc.uchicago.edu.  We hope to see you at an upcoming meeting or social 

event, and hope you’ll consider getting involved, applying for funding, or simply spreading 

the word about what Graduate Council is doing for the graduate community! 


